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truth of the first part of his promise; and 
hence it is still more easy to believe that he is 
able to perform the other part. 

J.—Paul said, ‘ The wages of sin is death ; 
but the gift of God is eternal life, through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord.’ Now if the death of 
the body is part of the wages of sin, as we 
have already shown from the Bible, then the 
eternal life which is the gift of God, which the 
apostle puts as the antithesis of death, and 
which covers the whole ground that sin occu- 
pied, must include eternal life for the body 
as well as the soul. 

K.--I confess my belief in Paul’s doctrine, 
that ‘ the body is for the Lord.? And if that 
is true, then certainly the body is not for death, 
which is an enemy that Christ came to destroy. 
The apostle did not seem to think it inevitable 
that all believers should be swallowed up by 
death ; but he earnestly desired ‘ that mortali- 
ty might be swallowed up of life. 

L.—Through faith in Christ, man has now 
again free access to the tree of life. Christ de- 
clared, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.’ 
And again, ‘I am_come that they might have 
life ; and that they might have it more abun- 
dantly.? He came to ‘restore all things’—to 
remove the curse. ‘ He hath,’ said the apostle, 
redeemed us from the curse of the law.’ But 
death was the curse distinctly pronounced on 
man for the transgression of law. Therefore 
death must needs be abolished, in respect to 
those who are saved by Christ, and in whom 
‘ the righteousness of the law is fulfilled.’ This 
too will be the fulfillment of the Old Testament 
prophecy. Isaiah, predicting the future reign 
of the Lord in Mount Zion, says, ‘ He will 
swallow up death in victory : and the Lord God 
will wipe away tears from off all faces.? Also 
God said by Hosea, ‘O death, I will be thy 
plagues ; O grave, I will be thy destruction.’ 

Oneida, April, 1853. s. 





The Sign Twice Fulfilled. 


In the last Circular there were two articles, 
inserted evidently without any reference to 
each other, which, however, connected them- 
selves in our mind in a very interesting way. 
The first under the title, ‘ Fulfillment of a Pre- 
diction,’ presented the evidence that the gos- 
pel was ‘ preached in all the world,’ according 
to the word of Christ, in the days of the Primi- 
tive church. The second, entitled, ‘The new 
Bible House,’ presented what seemed to be a 
correspondence in the present age, the preach- 
ing of the gospel in all the world by the com- 
plete diffusion of the printed Scriptures. The 
correspondence suggests the conclusion, that as 
in the first case the end was to come as soon as 
the gospel was ‘fully known,’ so now the uni- 
versal diffusion of the Bible is a sign of a simi- 
lar erisis—the world is ripe now as it was then 
for judgment. The art of printing was in 
reserve—not yet given to the world—when 
Christ made preparation for the first judgment, 
and he left it for the zeal of the apostles to carry 
the gospel by word of mouth to ‘ the uttermost 
parts of the earth,’ to ‘go and teach all na- 
tions’——-which they failed not to do. 
the end came. 


And then 
Now, by other means, the pro- 
cess has been repeated, of making proclamation 
to all nations, that Christ is king and savior ; 
the sound is gone into all the earth—-the Bible 
is preaching it ‘every where.’ The apostles 
had the gift of tongues, because it was necessa- 
ry to the expedition of Christ’s purpose at that 
Now the Bible is in print in over two 
hundred different languages ; which is to the 
present method of preaching by printing, what 
the gift of tongues was to the spoken word. 


time. 


if’ we did not believe that the Second Coming 
took place at the destruction of Jerusalem, we 
should certainly believe it now at hand. The 
preaching of the gospel in all the world, which 
was almost the last sign to precede that event, is 
so nearly fulfilled now, in the largest and most 
literal sense, that the sounding of the last tramp 
The 
Millerites are certainly wise in watching, and the 
obtuseness of the world in not taking note of this 
sign, so boldly presenting itself, justifies the ap- 


ought not to take the world by surprise. 


plication of Christ's words, ‘ as in the days that 
were before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, wn- 
til the day that Noah entered into the ark, 
and knew not until the flood came and took 
them all away, so also shall the Coming of the 
Son of man be.’ 

Believing as we do, that this sign had its pri- 
mary fulfillment in the last days of the Jewish 
dispensation, we are interested in its repetition 
now, as indicating that the ‘ times of the Gen- 
tiles’ are about fulfilled. i. 


THE CIRCULAR. 


ee LPL LIDIA 


EROORLYN, APRIL 18 , 1853. 





False Charges against the Primitive Church. 

Gibbon insinuates in the paragraph about the 
Second Coming which we quoted from him lately, 
that the Primitive church expected not only the 
Second Coming of Christ, but the destruction of the 
material world within their own lifetime. By thus 
coupling together and confounding two things that 
are entireiy distinct, infidelity is able to make a 
very strong case against the apostles, for we see that 
the material world was not destroyed at the crisis 
which they expected, and the inference is that they 
were dupes of false imaginations. 

But it is not true that the apostles and Primitive 
church expected the ‘ end of the world’ in a material 
sense at the time of the Second Coming. They got 
their ideas of things to come from Christ’s discourse, 
recorded in the 24th of Matthew, and in the paral- 
lel passages in the 18th of Mark, and the 21st of 
Luke ; and in that discourse we find several sayings 
that plainly contemplate and imply the continuation 
of the world’s existence and historical course after 
the Second Advent. For instance, while the coming 
of the Son of man is placed immediately after the 
terrible tribulation that came on the Jewish nation 
in A. D. 70, and is confined to that precise time by 
divers modes of statement, and with double-and- 
twisted emphasis, on the other hand that same trib- 
ulation is spoken of, not as the end of the world, but 
as the beginning of the desolation of Jerusalem under 
the barbarism of the Gentiles. Christ’s words are, 
‘ They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall 
be led away captive into all nations ; and Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.’ (Luke 21: 24.) 
Instead of a false prophecy of the end of the material 
world, here we have a brief but accurate sketch of 
the fortunes of the Jews and Gentiles in the ages 
after the destruction of Jerusalem, and after the 
Second Coming—a sketch which has been thoroughly 
vindicated by the course of events. 

Again Christ, in reference to the terrible suffer- 
ings at the destruction of Jerusalem, said ‘ Then 
shall be great tribulation, such as was not from the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
shall be.” (Matt. 24: 21.) Here again is a glimpse 
into the future of the historical world, after the 
Second Advent. Christ evidently contemplated the 
great crisis of the destruction of Jerusalem and of 
his Second Coming, as in the middle between a past 
and a future of the world’s history, and pronounced 
it unparalleled in both directions. 

In fact the occurrences which Christ specified as 
directly connected with liis descent from heaven, 
imply that the visible world was to continue on its 
course. THe said, ‘In that night, two men shall be 
in one bed; one shall be taken and the other left.’ 
Where, we might ask, could the one be left, if the 
world was to be destroyed at the Second Coming? 

It is certain then that Christ neither imagined 
himself, nor gave any occasion for others to imagine, 
that the material globe would come to an end at his 
Second Advent ; and then consequently it is certain 
that the apostles and sound believers in the Primi- 
tive church were not duped by any such imagina- 
tion; for they looked into the future through the 
words of Christ, and faithfully believed what he 
said—not more nor less. It is certain that they be- 
lieved that he would come again in the glory of his 
father, within their own lifetime, for he said he 
would. And it is equally certain that they saw the 
continuance of the world through the times of the 
Gentiles, beyond that glorious appearing, because 
he so taught them, and they had his words on record, 
and could ‘not mistake them. 





TE We received a visit not long since from two 
members of one of the Shaker Communities. They 
appeared to be spiritual and intelligent in their-way, 
and we had a long and friendly discussion of social 
and religious principles with them. Their object in 
calling, as we understood it, was to acknowledge us, 
as walking in the right way—i.e. right for us, 
though theirs, they think, is the best way. They 
professed to be sent to deliver to us this testimony ; 
but whether by Ann Lee or by the Rapping spirits, 
(with which they seemed to be considerably intimate,) 
we did not fully learn. We demurred in relation to 
the secondary position which they assigned to us, and 





insisted that Shakerism is only the half-way station 


on the road to our Depot. But the altercation was 
on the whole quite amicable, and they gave us 
their blessing with due waving of hands, at parting. 





Japan--at Home and Abroad. 


The reader may suppose that Ching Foo, aleading 
Japanese Editor, by some extraordinary accident of 
wind and sea, at length finds himself landed in New 
York. On being introduced to the editorial sanctum 
of one of our leading Dailies, the following conversa- 
tion takes place between him and the American 
Editor. 

Editor.—Is it true that you Japanese still keep 
up the policy of prohibiting intercourse with the 
rest of the world, and excluding all information from 
it? 

Ching Foo.—Yes, that has long been the estab- 
lished policy of the nation, and we cannot depart 
from it. 

Editor.—But how can you pretend to publish a 
newspaper, while you leave out all the affairs of the 
world at large, and confine yourself exclusively to 
your own little island ? 

Ching Foo.—Our island is not so small as you 
imagine. We Japanese are taught to consider it 
the largest and most important part of the mundane 
universe. My readers are pretty well satisfied with 
the Island news which I give them, and we are gen- 
erally agreed not to trouble ourselves about the 
doings of outside barbarians. We have indeed vari- 
ous sects of philosophers and literati—-occasional 
men—who are allowed to speculate and dispute 
about outside matters, but as their views are mainly 
traditional, and the whole subject is ignored by our 
leading papers, they do not command much respect. 

Editor.—But this is very absurd. You must have 
other reasons for shutting out the light and progress 
of the world around you, besides those you have 
given. Consider the thousand interesting events, 
the scientific discoveries and the miracles of improve- 
ment, which are all the time going forward among 
civilized nations, and which ought to be understood 
and appreciated by the Japanese. Pray give me 
your real reason {for this owlish policy, which ex- 
cludes the best part of the news of, the world. 

Ching Foo.—Allow me first to ask a few questions, 
so that I may have a better understanding of your 
position. Am IJ to understand that you print a daily 
paper, which you claim to make an organ of univer- 
sal intelligence ? 

Editor.—Certainly ; we take pains to get the la- 
test and most reliable news from all parts of the 
world. 

Ching Foo.—But you believe in another world 
besides this; your sacred books and your priests 
continually teach that there is an invisible state—a 
spiritual world, with which men have to do, that is 
as real, and far more important than this outer 
sphere. I suppose then a large share of your late 
and interesting news relates to this invisible depart- 
ment ? 

Editor.—Why no. We do not conceive that our 
function as news editors extends to that sphere.— 
We leave it to the ministers and religious papers, to 
speculate on spiritual affairs, and confine ourselves 
mainly to the affairs of this world. It is all that 
our readers generally expect. 

Ching Foo.—Ah! then you too are on an is- 
land, limited and shut in—one ofa little larger 
range, but still substantially the same as our Japan. 
How can you talk about printing ‘ universal intel- 
ligence,’ while you omit all reference to what you 
admitis the most important part of the universe ? 
Wherein are you wiser than we are? 

Editor.—But you must understand there are im- 
mense difficulties in the way of extending our 
knowledge in the direction that you speak of. All 
direct communication has long since ceased, and 
every thing that is now reported from the invisible 
world is so uncertain and contradictory, and excites 
so many different opinions, that we think the wisest 
course is to say nothing about it. 

Ching Foo.--I have no doubt. This igs just our 
difficulty in Japan in relation to the rest of the 
world. There are so many different opinions there 
about the distant nations of Europe and America, 
that nobody can tell who is right. Some think one 
thing and some another, and of course we editors 
consider it the part of modesty to say nothing. 

Editor.—Well, whatever resemblance you may 
make out between us, you are probably aware that 
a Naval Expedition is now on its way to your shores 
from this country, that will make anend of your 
difficulties in a summary way. If you don’t choose 
to go abroad and get acquainted with other nations, 
then they will come to you. All such narrow minded 
restrictions as exist in Japan must be removed. I 
hope that your people will take advantage of the 
present occasion to throw open their ports freely to 
the world, and reap the benefit of the enlargement. 

To this the Japanese editor could make no reply, 
and shortly retired ; but the Circular suggests that 
there are many signs of a movement from the spir- 
itual world upon mankind, corresponding to the ex- 
pedition which is about to open communication with 
Japan. There is at least equal need of it. The daily 

truth about God and heaven and spiritual life, if it 
could be obtained, would really be the most desirable 





foreign intelligence ; and in being destitute of it, our 


daily papers omit the best part of the news. If they 
say the reason is that we cannot get present and re. 
liable information from the interior spiritual state, 
and if this is truly so, then we must bear the mig. 
fortune and acknowledge it, and not claim to be or. 
gans of universal intelligence. There is no more jus. 
tice in making that claim, than there would be if 
therg was a complete stoppage of European news,— 
But it is not true that all knowledge of that world 
is inaccessible. There is glorious news to be had 
from heaven and the Primitive church: light is 
breaking forth, and nothing will excuse the world 
for longer neglecting it. 





View of the World. 


Dividing mankind into four great parts, the Prot- 
estants, Catholics, Mahomedans, and Pagans; we 
find by arough calculation, that the Protestants, 
or those under the Protestant influence, number 
125,000,000, or about three-twentieths of the whole 
population of the world; the Catholics number 175, 
000,000, or about four-twentieths ; the Mahomedans 
number 50,000,000, or some over one-twentieth ; 
and the Pagans 500,000,000, or about twelve-twen- 
tieths. The Protestants occupy an area of 11,000, 
000 square miles, or some less than one-fifth of the 
earth’s surface ; the Catholics occupy an area of 16, 
000,000 square miles, or a little less than one-third ; 
the Mahomedans occupy an area of 4,000,000 square 
miles, or some over one-twelfth of the earth’s sur- 
face ; while the Pagans occupy an area of 19,000,000 
square miles, or something less than two-fifths. 

Though this calculation may not be precisely cor- 
rect, it is sufficiently accurate to give a just idea of 
the religious condition of the world, in its general as- 
pect. The area of the Protestants and Catholics is 
much larger in proportion to their numbers, than 
that of the Pagans ; but this disproportion arises, in 
part at least, from the fact that there are 150,000, 
000 of Pagans, within the jurisdiction of Protestant 
and Catholic governments. As 





Religious Declension. 

The Editor of the Methodist Quarterly makes the 
following confession respecting his own and other 
denominations : 

‘* We think we see the three stages of declension 
manifested in choirs, organs, and Gothic churches. 
They mark the successive transfers of the kingdom 
of God from within to without us--the regular sta- 
ges of progression in a scheme of piety by substitu- 
tion. Praise by proxy, solemnity by mechanics, 
and an outward temple of stone for the inward tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost ; these are the tendencies of 
this carnal generation. Even Methodism is infected 
with this evil spirit of sensualism. Alas! for us, 
who have to a great extent abandoned the beautiful 
and spiritual melodies, the heart-music of former 
days, with which the early Methodists sang the gos- 
pel throughout the land, making hills and vallies 
echo with the name of Jesus. Since we have been 
deprived of the privilege of praising God in the con- 
gregations of his people, the memory of the olden 
time is sweet and mournful to our soul.” 


There is probably much just occasion for such 
confessions among all the churches. But on the 
other hand there are those who have been led the 
other way—-into more spirituality, and deeper aban- 
donment to the inner world, since those refreshing 
times. 

The points which attracted our attention in this 
paragraph are these: First, there is an indication 
that historical criticism is beginning to meet with 
favor among religious editors: secondly, it confirms 
our theory of the superiority of the press over the 
pulpit, as an instrumentality for disseminating the 
truth of the gospel, and that the Holy Spirit will be 
found working with, and inspiring editors and wri- 


ters, rather than pulpit orators and teachers. 
G. C. 





Self-Culture. 

A. isin circumstances of affluence, surround- 
ed with all the luxuries of nature and art. 
The effect is to make him liberal in his tastes, 
and give his nature a generous development in 
all its passions. At the same time it tends to 
the exquisiteness of his sensibilities, because he 
can have the cream of every thing, and is ina 
sphere to cultivate the amateur in respect to all 
beauty. But the same circumstances that are 
so favorable in this respect, are his temptation 
in another--he becomes effeminate—satiety 
invents artificial wants, and the simple attrac- 
tions of his nature are overlaid with the extrav- 
agances of fashion. 

B. is in very opposite circumstances, desti- 
tute of means, more than are necessary to serve 
his bare subsistence ; and he naturally neglects 
his tastes, or rather he schools them into corres- 
pondence with his poverty: he teaches them to 
despise the luxuries and refinements of wealth, 
and to take a stupid satisfaction in the dullest 
kind of life. He allows himself to be stinted 
and shriveled up by the narrowness of’ his cir- 
cumstances, and becomes as poor in his capacity 
for enjoyment as he is in the means. 





The two men are equally foolish, and make 
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the same mistake. Both allow cireumstances to | questions were asked about the Indians and|which is out of sight is the most important, 


corrupt their taste. The rich man is governed 
in his taste by his liberty, and the poor man by 
his indigence. A wise man in cither cireum- 
stances, would educate his taste without any 
reference to his means, but with reference to 
the natural standard of truth and beauty. In 
the midst of luxuries, he would cultivate the 
simplicity and chastity of pure uasophisticated 
nature, and in the midst of poverty, he would 
cultivate the most opulent tastes, so far as they 
were dictated by the true standard, H. 





[We mentioned last week that the Oneida Commu- 
nity had received:a call from Vicror ConsipERanr, 
the well known French author and editor. He was 
we believe at one time in the French National As- 
sembly, and is understood to be at the head of the 
Phalansterian or Fourierist school in Europe. M. 
Considerant’s object was to make himself acquainted 
with the situation and practical every day aspect of 
the Community; and though his imperfect know- 
ledge of the English language was a restriction up- 
on conversation, we understand that he expressed 
himself interested and pleased at the results which 
he saw. M. Considerant (like many other men of 
genius) is an amateur of fishing, and in the follow- 
ing letter Mr. Miller describes an excursion in which 
he joined :]} 

Cnsempentenee of The Circular. 
M. Considerant,-«-Trout Fishing, &c. 
Oneida, April 9, 1853. 

——Our fishing expedition went off very pleas- 
antly yesterday afternoon, though not attended 
with great success. We had a party of five 
-—M. Victor Considerant, Mr. Skinner, Mr. 
Woolworth, Mr. Newhouse and myself. M. 
Considerant followed our advice to leave his 
long, nice fishing rod and take one of ours, as 
we thought it would be more convenient for 
fishing in the bush. After providing ourselves 
with bait, we started for a trout brook in the 
vicinity. As soon as he had looked at the 
brook, he insisted on going back for his own 
fishing rod, saying, in his bad English, ‘ She will 
do very well. Tam accustomed to fishing in 
the bush’—and started off at a rapid pace for 
the house. Mr. Woolworth and I stayed for 
him while the others went on with their fishing. 
On his return, he asked whether we fished up 
IT told him that we had 
He said he always 


or down the stream. 
commenced fishing up. 
fished down stream—‘ that is my system,’ and 
started up the hill. 

As we were walking up on the bark, he 
caught me by the arm and said with enthusiasm 
--pointing to the western hills, ‘ Beautiful! It 

It looks like the 
He seems delighted 
After going up as far 


is like my own country. 
. . ; 
mountains of Europe. 
with the scenery here. 
as he wished to, we struck down the 
After putting on his bait 


bank and 
prepared for fishing. 
he said pleasantly, ‘ Now 1 will try to catch an 
American trout.’ He has a great passion for 
fishing, and his hook once in the stream he 
gives his whole attention to it, and seems to 
think of nothing else. I was surprised to see 
him fish in the bushes with his long pole, and 
with twelve or fifteen feet of line without get- 
ting it tangled. He eaught about twenty which 
was more than all the rest of us caught. 

In the evening one of the women gave him 
4 lesson in Phonography at his request, in ex- 
change for a lesson in French, which we all 
participated in. He alludes occasionally, to the 
difficulty he has from his imperfect understand- 
ing of the English language. Before starting 
on our fishing trip yesterday, I was conversing 
with him with considerable enthusiasm, about 
the fishing, when he exclaimed, laughingly, 
‘Oh! You talk like a--a—steam—what is, it ? 
asteam-boat—a locomotive—that’s it,’ which 
gave the company a good laugh at my expense. 

Being in the parlor one day, I called his at- 
tention to a fine French picture, a view in Paris 
which you recollect we brought from Putney. 
\s soon as he saw it he exclaimed, ‘ Ah, 
there ismy own hous2!? and pointed it out to 
ws. He recognized also what the other buildings 
Were, and seemed delighted to find a picture 
“his own house in America 
_Uhad the pleasure of introducing M. Con- 
‘iderant to David Johnson, one of the leading 


of their language by reading an Indian song, 
which he happened to have with him. Both 
parties were apparently pleased with the in- 


terview. Yours, &e. J. R. Mriter. 





b@=> The latest news from Mexico, is, that 
Santa Anna had arrived at Vera Cruz, and im- 
mediately proceeded to his hacienda at Jalapa. 
His reception at Vera Cruz, it is reported, was 
not very flattering. He will immediately call 
together, at his hacienda, the principal chiefs of 
his supporters, and determine his future course. 





gas The Spanish Government has decided 
to emancipate, entirely, at the end of their ap- 
prenticeship, alarge class of negroes in Cuba, 
called the Emanciapados. This class of slaves 
were brought over from Africa by the slavers ; 
but were released by British intervention before 
being sold in the slave market, and held in a 
sort of apprenticeship. This measure has been 
effected by the exertions of the British Gov- 
ernment ; and is reckoned upon as quite a tri- 
umph of free principles, having been more or 
less a matter of negotiation between that Gov- 
ernment and Spain, for many years. 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 188. 


(Reroxtep For THE CincuLan Apnix, 7, 1853.) 
FORM AND SPIRIT. 

We are compounded of soul and body ; 
and our souls are visible to God as well as 
our bodies, and in fact they are that which 
he principally sees. We see bodies organ- 
zed as containing souls and perceive signs 
that souls are in them; whereas God sees 
the soul with the body surrounding it.— 
His eye is principally on the soul; and he 
sees it encased in that which we see as the 
principal thing. So that God’s mode of 
seeing is a perfect inversion of ordinary hu- 
man sight. Our vision is as if we were 
passing a house and our attention was drawn 
particularly to the house—we see smoke 
rising from the chimneys, and perhaps per- 
sons looking out at the windows—and re- 
cognize the fact that there are persons in it, 
but the main thing we see is the house. 
But God’s vision is as if he were in the 
house, where he sees the people first and 
mainly—they are the principal objects of in- 
terest to him; and the house arouad them 
is entirely secondary. 

Take another illustration: Trees exist in 
two spheres, and are partly visible and partly 
invisible. One section of the tree is in the 
air and another in the ground. Our sight 
has to do exclusively with that half which is 
in the air, and that we callthetree. But in 
fact the most important part of the tree— 
the vital organs of the whole structure—and 
that on which all that we see entirely de- 
pends, is in the ground out of sight. Reck- 
oning by sight, the tree is a falsehood: 
there is a lie init. That which we see is 
not the tree, strictly speaking; it is only 
the exponent or vision of the tree. It is the 
word of the tree, or its expression. The 
vital organization of the tree isin the ground, 
out of sight, and to a perfect vision like that 
of God, the tree is very differently shaped 
from what it is to our vision. To God’s 
vision the tree is a dualty; it is a stock 
with a system of branches at both ends. 
To think of it in the manner we do, asa 
stock with a system of branches at one end 
is a falsehood. And if we estimate our- 
selves by the same method, and have no 
conception of what we are, but that which 
is suggested by mere sight, we are resting 
ina perpetual delusion. Weare dualties, as 
well as the tree, with part of our being in 





Oneida Indians in this neighborhood. Many 


sight and part out of sight, and that part 


answered; and Mr. Johnson gave a specimen | and the one which God sees primarily. 


The center of life in us is like the stock 
of the tree, which has an outward organi- 
zation and an inward one. We have an 
outward body and an inward body; and we 
are totally different beings in the sight of 
God from what we are in our own sight— 
as much so, as a tree seen in its entireness 
is different from what it ordinarily appears. 

The fundamental error of the flesh lies 
right here, in reckoning a part as the whole. 
Fleshly wisdom is all built on this half-sight. 
It is here that unbelief has its basis and 
element—in the assumption that we see the 
whole of ourselves, when we see only half 
and that the least important half. Regen- 
eration is the work of God, bringing us out 
of this fleshly view into true vision, and 
giving us the perception of ourselves and 
the universe which he himself has. We 
are making our way out of the lie of this 
half-sight which is the mist of darkness and 
the shroud of Satan, into the true light of 
entire vision, where we shall see things as 
God sees them. 

If our illustration is a fair one, it will cor- 
rect our ideas about death. When a tree is 
cut down, it is destruction to that part that 
we see—a great change is made in that; 
but the part that is out of sight, remains 
unchanged. And now, applying this to 
ourselyes, suppose that part of us which is 
out of sight, represented by the roots of the 
tree, has penetrated into Christ, and is root- 
ed in his life. Then what is called death 
would be no death. The visible part is dis- 
solved, but the invisible part remains as it 
was, rooted in Christ and in communication 
with his life. And sensation being with- 
drawn from the part that was visible, it con- 
centrates in the invisible, so that there is 
actually an increase of life in that part, and 
more free fellowship with Christ. I under 
stand that Paul had that in mind where he 
speaks of ‘having a desire to depart and be 
with Christ.’ He was already in Christ 
and present with him in the spirit. And 
yet he says in another place, that ‘ whilst 
he was at home in the body he was absent 
frora the Lord.’ He must have meant that 
he desired to have that part of his con- 
sciousness which was in his body, withdrawn 
and concentrated in his spirit. He desired 
to increase his fellowship with Christ by the 
withdrawal of his whole life into that part 
which was present with him. In saying 
‘that whilst he was at home in the body he 
was absent from the Lord,’ he did not mean 
that he was wholly absent from the Lord— 
absent in spirit, and in every respect—but 
that so far as his consciousness was in the 
body, he was in an external sphere. So 
Christ at the same time that in some of his 
sayings, he represents himself as absent 
from the Father, and speaks of ¢ going to 
the Father,’ ‘ascending to his God, &c., 
in other sayings, represents himself as pres- 
ent with God, ‘ in the bosom of the Father,’ 
and even said to his disciples, ‘ He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father.’ In the 
latter passages he is speaking of that part of 
his life which corresponded to the roots of 
the tree, and in the former of the part cor- 
responding to the top, which was in another 
sphere. 

Paul, in his fellowship with the church, 
speaks of being present in spirit, though ab- 
sent in body. In his invisible part he was 
present with all believers as he was with the 
Lord. In that part they were all in the 
Lord, members of Christ’s body and present 
with Christ and therefore present with each 
other. 





I suppose that the great work which was 


going on in the Primitive Church, during 
the period of discipline previous to the 
judgment, was the strenuous cultivation of 
this inward vision, which is able to recognize 
spiritual presence under conditions of ab- 
sence in the body. That was the meaning 
of Christ’s withdrawal from his disciples. 
It was expedient that he should go away, 
in order that they might appreciate his 
spiritual presence and seek him in the in- 
visible sphere. Whilst he was with them in 
the body, their thoughts about him and per- 
ceptions of him, were all absorbed in the 
outward sphere of sensual vision; and the 
true and most important relation between 
him and them of spiritual presence, could 
not be established and perfected without his 
withdrawing from them personally, and then 
sending them the Holy Spirit to introvert 
them and teach them to seek him in their 
invisible parts. Undoubtedly the same pol- 
icy was constantly being employed in that 
church to discipline them to inward at- 
tention in a true way toward one another, 
and to bring all the attractions that existed 
between different parts of the church to bear 
in turning them inward to spiritual pres- 
ence. ‘The whole machinery of God’s prov- 
dence and spiritual operation was tending to 
the perfecting that state of things previous 
to the Second Coming, when Christ was to 
reappear and withdraw them wholly into the 
spiritual world. 


We may test ourselves and find out wheth- 
er our life has come into a true balance, and 
whether our attractions are predominating 
in the right direction by an inquiry of this 
kind; which do we value most, the spir- 
itual presence of a friend or his bodily 
presence ? We may be certain of one thing 
that as sure as God means to save us, the 
process of breaking up our love of bodily 
presence will be carried on in some way 
until we are rooted and grounded in the 
principle of interior recognition—until we 
have an eye, as God has, principally on that 
which is invisible to our bodily senses, and 
love spiritual presence more and bodily pres- 
ence less. 

There is a third kind of presence, pres- 
ence in spiritual form; but I believe that 
spiritual presence without form takes prece- 
dence of that, as well as of bodily presence ; 
and God will insist upon our first being es- 
tablished in a true valuation of spiritual 
presence without form cither spiritual or 
material. Calling the branches of the tree 
the visible body, and the roots the invisible 
body, God will require us to dwell in the 
stock till we learn to be contented with the 
circulation there ; i. e. till we are weaned 
from formal presence of both kinds. And 
this suggests a comprehensive view of the ex- 
perience of the disciples. Christ presented 
himself to them in an ordinary body, and they 
became acquainted with him in that form. 
Then he was parted from them for a length of 
time and finally was revealed to them ina 
spiritual body, and they became acquainted 
with him in his heavenly form. They first 
passed through the top of the tree, and then 
had an experience in the stock, and at last 
entered the roots. During the period of 
Christ’s absence after he left them in bodily 
form, and before they were received into his 
glorified presence, they were set upon inter- 
course with the word of God in a variety of 
ways, till the day-dawn and day-star should 
arise in their hearts. That was the point to 
be gained, the opening of their inner vision. 
They were checked and crucified and driven 
back from all outward attractions, by exhor- 
tation and providential discipline, in order 





to concentrate them on that result, the 
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